
MAPPING TO SHOW PROGRESSION ACROSS KS3 
 
Each year will show a build-up and progression of key GCSE skills. The main difference will be in the quality of content. Year 9 content will be more challenging to that in 
Year 7 

GCSE LEVEL 
L Foundation: 4 and below  
M Secure: 5-6  
U Advanced 7-8  
U3 Exceptional 9 
 

 Year 7 Assessments  Year 8 Assessments  Year 9 Assessments 

Inference and 
Enquiry  

 What can you learn from Source A about the 
Silk Road  (5 marks)  

 What can you learn from Source A about slave 
auctions (5 marks)  

 What can you learn from Source A about life in 
the trenches? (5 marks)  

L: Basic Comprehension 
M: Unsupported inference 
U: Infers and Quotes 
U3: Infers and quotes with appropriate 
explanation 
 

L: Unsupported inference 
M: Infers and Quotes 
U: Infers and quotes with appropriate 
explanation 
U3: Infers clearly on the question with 2 clear 
points and appropriate explanation 

L: Unsupported inference 
M: Infers and quotes 
U: Infers and quotes with appropriate 
explanation 
U3 Infers clearly on the question with 2 clear 
points and appropriate explanation 

 How could you follow up on Source A to find 
out more about Ancient Rome and the Silk Road 
(5 marks)  

 How could you follow up on Source A to find 
out more about the experiences of slaves in the 
USA? (5 marks) 
  

 How could you follow up on source B to find 
out more about the experiences of the British 
soldier in World War (5 marks) 
  

L: Simple statement 
M: Specific mention of secondary source 
U: Explains what a primary source can add to 
the evidence 
U3: Links a primary source to a specific part of 
the evidence 

L: Specific mention of a secondary source 
M: Refers to a specific type of primary source 
U: Links primary source to a specific part of the 
evidence 
U3: Asks a specific question from the source 
which can be addressed by the primary source 
 

L: Refers to a primary source 
M: Links primary source to a specific part of the 
evidence: 
U: Asks a specific question from the source 
which can be addressed by the primary source 
U3: Asks a specific question from the source 
which can be addressed by the primary source, 
quoting from the source with a full explanation 
offered 

  



Utility  How useful is source A for learning about the 
impact of Genghis Khan? Use the source and 
your own knowledge to explain your answer 
(10 marks) 

How useful are sources A and B as evidence of 
the march from Selma to Montgomery in 1965? 
Use the sources and your own knowledge to 
explain your answer (10 marks) 

How useful are source A and B for an enquiry 
into the motives of Emily Davison at the Epsom 
Derby 4th June 1913. Explain your answer using 
sources A and B and your own knowledge of the 
historical context 
(10 marks) 

L: Simple comment on content and/or 
provenance of source(s). 

No contextual knowledge used. 

M: Simple judgement on utility or undeveloped 
comment on source content and/or 
provenance. 

U: Some limited contextual knowledge may be 
used. Judgement on source(s) utility for specific 
question.  Judgement supported by developed 
comment on content and/or provenance of 
source, using selected source material. 

Relevant contextual knowledge is used.  

U3: Judgement on source(s) utility for specific 
question.  Judgement supported by developed 
comment on content and/or provenance of 
source, using selected source material. 

Relevant contextual knowledge is used. 
 

L: Simple judgement on utility or undeveloped 
comment on source content and/or 
provenance. 

M: Some limited contextual knowledge may be 
used. Judgement on source(s) utility for specific 
question.  Judgement supported by comment 
on content and/or provenance of source. 

 U: Judgement on source(s) utility for specific 
question.  Judgement supported by comment 
on content and/or provenance of source. 

Limited contextual knowledge used to support 
judgements on utility. 

U3: Analysis of source(s) content and/or 
provenance leading to judgement on specific 
question.  Judgement supported by selected 
material from source(s). 

Accurate contextual knowledge used to support 
comments on usefulness of source(s). 
 
 

 

 

 

L: Simple judgement on utility or undeveloped 
comment on source content and/or 
provenance. 

Some limited contextual knowledge may be 
used. 

M: Judgement on source(s) utility for specific 
question.  Judgement supported by comment 
on content and/or provenance of source. 

Limited contextual knowledge used to support 
judgements on utility. 
 

U: Analysis of source(s) content and/or 
provenance leading to judgement on specific 
question.  Judgement supported by selected 
material from source(s). 

Accurate contextual knowledge used to directly 
support comments on usefulness of source(s). 

 

 

U3: Judgement on source utility reached by 
applying some criteria e.g. 
accuracy/completeness.  Explanation of utility 
referencing content and/or provenance of 
source(s).  Selected material from source(s) 
used. 

Precise contextual knowledge used to support 
judgement. 
 



 

  

Causation 
 
 

 Explain why William won the Battle of Hastings. 
(12 marks) 
 

Explain why Henry VIII broke with Rome. (12 
marks) 
 

 Explain why Hitler became Chancellor in 1933? 
(12 marks) 
 

  L: Simple statement.1 mark per point to a 
maximum of 3 
M: General description of stated factor(s) 
Simple statement with additional supporting 
information or explanation. 
U: 2 explained factors with specific evidence 
U3: 3 explained factors including one additional 
cause from their own knowledge which 
potentially leads to judgement (Most important 
factor) 
 
 
 

 L: General description of stated factor(s) 
Simple statement with additional supporting 
information or explanation. 
M: Basic explanation of stated facts with 
relevant contextual knowledge.   
U: 3 explained factors including one additional 
cause from their own knowledge which 
potentially leads to judgement (Most important 
factor) 
U3: 3 explained factors including one additional 
cause from their own knowledge which leads to 
judgement (Most important factor) 
 
An explanation is given, showing good analysis 
and good knowledge and understanding.  It 
shows a line of reasoning that is consistent and 
provides a judgement on which factor is the 
most important 
 
 
 

L: Basic explanation of stated facts with relevant 
contextual knowledge.  

 M: 2 explained factors with specific evidence 

U: Three explained factors including one original 
which leads to judgement (most important) 
 
An explanation is given, showing good analysis 
and good knowledge and understanding.  It 
shows a line of reasoning that is consistent and 
provides a judgement on which factor is the 
most important in Hitler being elected 
Chancellor. 
 
U3: 3 explained factors including 1 original 
which leads to judgement (most important) and 
includes prioritisation of factors. 
 
An analytical explanation is given which is 
directed consistently at the conceptual focus of 
the question, showing a line of reasoning that is 
coherent, sustained and logically structured that 
prioritises the factors, including their own 
provided.    
Accurate and relevant information is precisely 
selected to address the question directly, 
showing wide-ranging knowledge and 
understanding. It provides a judgement on 
which factor is most important 
 
 



Interpretations  Using the interpretations and your own 
knowledge. Why has Richard the Lionheart been 
seen as both a hero and a villain? (10 marks) 

 Using the sources and your own knowledge 
how far do you agree that life improved under  
Oliver Cromwell  
 (10 marks)  

 Using the interpretations and your own 
knowledge. Was General Haig Butcher of the 
Somme? 
(10 marks)   

L: Simple or generalised statements  
Repetition of stimulus material.  
M: Mainly narrative description of hero OR 
villain only. 
Includes some basic references to the sources 
and some relevant factual material.  
references to sources and other factual 
material. 
U: A clear, well supported account as both a 
hero and a villain.   
Use of a variety of factual evidence and content 
from the sources.   
Judgment may be implicit at lower level.  
U3: A complete and highly supported 
explanation of the various interpretations. 
Includes well explained extracts from the 
sources backed up with specific factual 
evidence. Students provide a clear and 
supported judgment in their conclusion. Clearly 
presents an explanation of why different 
writers/artists have presented different 
interpretations, beginning to take historical 
context into account. 

L: Mainly narrative description Answers will 
likely only focus on how life got worse OR how it 
got better. Some relevant factual material. 
Include some basic references to the sources 

M: Developed statements that consider how life 
improved as well as how it worsened.  Points 
are supported with factual evidence and some 
basic source analysis. However, they do not 
come to any overall judgment 

U: A highly supported explanation of the various 
interpretations of life. Includes well-explained 
extracts from the sources backed up with 
specific factual evidence. Students provide a 
clear and supported judgment in their 
conclusion. 
 

L: Lower Some simple factual statements and 
vague references to the sources.   

Higher. Some developed factual statements and 
incorporation of the sources in order to outline 
both interpretations 

M: Lower.  Appropriate factual knowledge is 
used alongside developed observations from 
the sources to outline both interpretations.  No 
overall judgment/conclusion is reached 

Higher.  Factual knowledge and the sources are 
used together in order to explain both 
interpretations. There is a conclusion but this 
does not offer an explicit or secure judgment on 
the question  

U. Lower.  Both interpretations are confidently 
explained with specific and detailed knowledge 
as well as detailed source analysis.  Clear and 
explicit judgment on the question an Attempts 
to bring in an ‘alternative’ or nuanced argument  

 
Upper. Interpretations are confidently explained 
using specific and detailed knowledge as well as 
detailed source analysis. As well as a clear and 
explicit judgment on the question students will 
have included and explained a detailed 
‘alternative’ or nuanced argument supported by 
specific factual knowledge about the wider 
historical context  

U3. Students will have seamlessly used their 
own knowledge to support the content of the 



sources in order to test both 
interpretations.  They will have included a 
detailed and extended ‘alternative’ argument 
accounting for the wider historical context. A 
clear and explicit judgment is made.  

 


