The KS3 Music Curriculum Overview

The KS3 ‘spiral curriculum’ of interlinked musical skills:
(So-called ‘spiral’ because these are constantly revisited and underpin all the concepts and contexts in the learning map, with students acquiring a
higher level of proficiency and sophistication with time and experience)
Aural understanding - singing and musical memory
Controlling instrumental sounds
Combining and controlling musical elements as ensemble performers / arrangers
Combining and controlling musical elements as improvisers and composers
Critical engagement — identifying musical devices and understanding their place in context and style
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Verse and chorus Structuring a piece to tell a story

Canon

Structure Beginning, middle and end.

Using a descriptive
programme to structure a
piece

Verse and chorus

(So-called ‘spiral’ because these are constantly revisited and underpin all the concepts and contexts in the learning map, with students acquiring

Combining and controlling musical elements as ensemble performers / arrangers
Combining and controlling musical elements as improvisers and composers
Critical engagement — identifying musical devices and understanding their place in context and style

The KS3 ‘spiral curriculum’ of interlinked musical skills:

a higher level of proficiency and sophistication with time and experience)

Aural understanding - singing and musical memory
Controlling instrumental sounds

Pentatonic scale in Blues and Jazz; Dorian mode
Programme and context in Folk music; Minor scales — Mahler Symphony Klezmer Music; Gamelan Theme and variations film music;
no. 1;
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Timbre Instruments of folk; Orchestral instruments; Gamelan orchestra Using timbre
Texture Canon and ostinato More ostinato; heterophony
Structure Verse and chorus Theme and Variations Structures to depict a story / atmosphere
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a higher level of proficiency and sophistication with time and experience)
Aural understanding - singing and musical memory
Controlling instrumental sounds
Combining and controlling musical elements as ensemble performers / arrangers
Combining and controlling musical elements as improvisers and composers

Critical engagement — identifying musical devices and understanding their place in context and style
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Structure

Call-response; verse and chorus;
12- bar blues

Verse, chorus, bridge.

Ground bass

Verse, chorus, pre-chorus bridge.




